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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC:  “Jesus Loves Me”  Benji Ruble 

          “Air” JoJo Ruble 

PRELUDE  “This Joyful Eastertide” M. Corl, Rebekah Seng, flute 
            
WELCOME 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
   

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 

things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your 

Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG:  ELW 382  “Christ is Risen!  Alleluia! 

 
  

GREETING – Pastor  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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KYRIE   
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray.  (A brief silence is kept before the prayer.) 
 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour 

into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

Say:  You may be seated. 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 
45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift 

of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them 

speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold 

the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 

have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

invited him to stay for several days. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:  Psalm 98 

 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  

 5Sing to the LORD 
| with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge 

the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity.  
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SECOND READING:  1 John 5:1-6 
 

A reading from 1 John. 
 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 

who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of 

God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, 

that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 

whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers 

the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? 

 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 

only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 

Spirit is the truth. 
 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

The congregation rises to welcome the gospel. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 388  “Be Not Afraid” 
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GOSPEL:  John 15:9-17 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No 

one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are 

my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, 

because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 

bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him 

in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 

CHILDRENS SERMON        

            

SERMON   
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 392 “Alleluia!  |Sing to Jesus” 
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APOSTLES’ CREED    
 

With one voice, in unity with the church catholic, let us confess our faith in the 

words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS 
  

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of 

your Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments 

with our ecumenical and interreligious partners. Today we pray especially for Faith 

Lutheran Church in Okemos and their pastor, Reverend Bruce Thornsen, for all 

those attending Synod Assembly, for Bishop Craig Satterlee, and for Ms. Sandra 

Schlesinger, Vice President.  God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats 

and every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help 

us to care for all your creatures. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world 

leaders, that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen 

international partnerships and cooperation. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted 

by anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in 

our care for one another. Today we pray especially for those on St. Peter’s Prayer 

List (refer to the prayer list in the bulletin) and those for whom we pray aloud now 

or in the silence of our hearts.) God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this 

congregation that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan 

and lead worship, council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of 

grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have 

gone before us.  At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet 

table. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 

in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen. 

 



12 
 

PEACE  (Assisting Minister) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

We invite you to share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

The congregation is seated for the piano dedication and offertory. 
 

PIANO DEDICATION: 

Music has been at the heart of our worship experience since the beginning of 

worship itself: Miriam led the Hebrews in song and dance after God parted the 

waters and led the Promise people out of slavery in Egypt; David, a man after 

God's own heart, wanted skillful singing and playing and he wanted it loud; the 

elder son is lured from the field by music and dancing in celebration of the return 

of his brother in the story of the Prodigal son.  
 

An instrument like this piano becomes so much more than just an instrument when 

it is used in worship. It becomes a means of bringing us closer to God, because 

music is the language of God.  
 

Today, the Seng family presents this piano to be dedicated to the glory of God and 

for service in this congregation in loving memory of Pr Dan Seng.  
 

L: Please join me in dedicating this piano.  It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
 

C: to sing praises to your name, O Most High, 
 

L: to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 
 

C: and your faithfulness at night, 
 

L: to the music of the lute and the harp, 
 

C: to the melody of the lyre. 
 

L: For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; 
 

C: at the works of your hands I sing and play with joy. 

 

OFFERING  
  

OFFERTORY “Now the Green Blade Rises” C. Lawson 
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OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Let us pray.   

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 

hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE 
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PREFACE 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 

and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 

We give you thanks for Jesus 

who, living among us, 

healed the sick, 

fed the hungry, 

and with a love stronger than death, 

gave his life for others. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 

we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 

carry us in your arms from death to life, 

that we may live as your chosen ones, 

clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
   

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

God invites you to this table.  Come and share the good news of Jesus, the risen 

one, in this meal where all are welcome. 
 

 

The assembly may be seated.   
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COMMUNION SONG   “Lamb of God” 
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COMMUNION HYMN   ELW 482 “I Come With Joy” 

 
 

 

 

Congregation will remain seated.  
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 

Let us pray, 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 

us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING 

The congregation stands to receive the blessing. 
 

 

BLESSING  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



21 
 

SENDING HYMN:  ELW 389 “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing” 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
  

POSTLUDE  “This Joyful Eastertide”  J. Bender 
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