FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPHIPHANY — JANUARY 28, 2024
PRELUDE
WELCOME

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
creator of darkness and light,

word of truth,

wind sweeping over the waters.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another

and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit
dwelling in each of us.

Remember your covenant.

Renew your creation.

Restore us,

that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.
God has spoken:

The time of grace is now.

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.
By the authority of -+ Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

You are God’s beloved.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG:

ELW 871 “Sing Praise to God, The Highest Good”
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1 Sing praise to God, the high - est good, the au-thor of cre -
2 What your al - might -y pow’r has made, in mer-cy you are
3 We sought the Lord in  our dis - tress; O God,in  mer - cy
4 All who con - fess Christ'sho - ly name, give God the praise and
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a - tion! O God of love, you un - der - stood our need for
keep - ing; by morn-ing glow or eve - ning shade, your eye is
hear us. QOur Sav-ior saw  our help - less - ness and came with
glo - ry! Let all God’s sav - ing pow’r pro- claim; give God the
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your sal - va - tion. With heal-ing balm our souls you fill;
nev - er sleep - ing; in the do - min - ion of your might
peace to cheer us. For this we thank and praise the Lord,
praise and glo - ry! Cast ev-'ry 1 - dol from its throne;
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all our la-ment with peace you still.
all things are just and good and right. - ) '
who is by one and all a - dored. Tobogall puise and glo ty:
God i1s the Lord, and God a - lone:

Text: Johann J. Schiitz, 1640-1690; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812-1897, adapt.
Music: LOBT GOTT DEN HERREN, THR, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615

GREETING — Pastor

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you a
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de -fend us, gra-cious Lord. - men.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. (A brief silence is kept before the prayer.)

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Say: You may be seated.

FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

A reading from Deuteronomy.

[Moses said:] *°The LorD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. *°This is what you
requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you
said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great
fire, I will die.” *'Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have
said. ‘°I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; |
will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything
that I command. **’Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall
speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable. “°But any prophet who speaks in
the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that | have
not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 111
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'Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the LorD with | my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the | congregation.
’Great are your ' works, O LORD,
pondered by all who de- ! light in them.
*Majesty and splendor | mark your deeds,
and your righteousness en- ! dures forever.
“You cause your wonders to | be remembered:;
you are gracious and full | of compassion.
°You give food to | those who fear you,
remembering forev- | er your covenant.
Y ou have shown your people the power ! of your works
in giving them the lands ! of the nations.
"The works of your hands are faithful- ! ness and justice;
all of your pre- ! cepts are sure.
“They stand fast forev- | er and ever,
because they are done in ! truth and equity.
Y ou sent redemption to your people and commanded your cove- | nant forever;
holy and awesome ! is your name.
“The fear of the LORD is the begin- ! ning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise en- | dures
forever.



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

A reading from 1 Corinthians.

"Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. “Anyone who claims to know
something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; °*but anyone who loves God
Is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the
world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” *Indeed, even though there
may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and
many lords—°yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and
for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and
through whom we exist.

"It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become
so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food
offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. *“Food will not
bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we
do. “But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling
block to the weak. ‘°For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the
temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to
the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? *'So by your knowledge those weak
believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. *?But when you thus sin against
members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin
against Christ. **Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will never eat meat,
so that I may not cause one of them to fall.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



The congregation rises to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le lu 1a. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - Tu 1a.

GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28

The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“![Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught.”’They were astounded at his teaching, for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. *Just then there was in
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, ““and he cried out, “What have you to
do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are,
the Holy One of God.” ’But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out
of him!” “°And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice,
came out of him. “"They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another,
“What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey him.” “°At once his fame began to spread throughout the
surrounding region of Galilee.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDRENS SERMON

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 614 “There is a Balm in Gilead”

Refrain
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There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;
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there is a balm 1 Gil-e - ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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1 Some - times I feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preachlike Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don’t ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je-sus is your friend;
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but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD, African American spiritual




APOSTLES’ CREED

With one voice, in unity with the church catholic, let us confess our faith in the
words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation. Let us pray.

A brief silence.

Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority
builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your
instruction and model your inclusive ways. Today we pray especially for
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Lansing and their pastor, Reverend Janice Hite.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear,
natural spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to thoughtful
care of the earth. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership,
that they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants and
be upright in their ways. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known
rejection, any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without
access to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer especially those on St.
Peter’s Prayer List (refer to the prayer list in the bulletin) and for those for whom
we pray aloud now or in the silence of our hearts. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for
its educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to
live out your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions
in the church and in our lives. We trust that all who have died rest in your loving
care. God of grace,

Pastor concludes the prayers.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY: ELW 184 “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence,

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, Holy One,

for all good things come from you.

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table,

that we receive what we seek

and follow your Son, Jesus,

in whose name we pray.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
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It is indeed right, our du - ty and our joy,
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that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
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with the church on earth and the hosts of heav - en,
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho - 1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Blessed are you, O holy God:
you are the Life and Light of all.
By your powerful word you created all things.
Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to the nations.
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.
He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his preaching and healing,
his dying and rising,
and his promise to come again,
we await that day when all the universe
will rejoice in your holy and life-giving light.
By your Spirit bless us and this meal,
that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world,
revealing the brilliance of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God invites you to this table. Come and share the good news of Jesus, the light of
the world, in this meal where all are welcome.

The assembly may be seated.
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COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God”
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 462 “Now We Join in Celebration”
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1 Now we join in cel - e - bra-tion at our Sav-ior’s in-vi - ta - tion,

2 Lord, as round this feast we gath - er, fill our hearts with ho-1ly rap - ture!

3 Lord,we share in this com-mu-nion as one fam-’ly of God’s chil - dren,
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dressed no more in  spir-it som-ber, clothed in-stead in  joy and won - der;
For  thisbread and cup of bless-ing are for us the sure pos-sess - ing
rec - on-ciled through you,our broth-er, one in you with God our Fa - ther.

ILQ #ﬁ ® : { e » | +
& == —

J T T

for the Lord of all ex-is - tence, put-ting off di - vine tran-scen-dence,
of your lov-ing deed on Cal - v’ry, of your liv - ing self, our vic - try,
Give us grace to live for oth - ers, serv-ing all, both friends and strang-ers,
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stoops a - gain in love to meet us, with his ver-y life tofeed us.
pledge of your un - fail-ing pres-ence, fore-taste here of heav'n-ly glad - ness.
seek - ing jus-tice,love,and mer - cy till you comein fi - nal glo - ry.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990
Music: SCHMUCKE DICH, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Congregation will remain seated.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at
your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to
be your people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING
The congregation stands to receive the blessing.

BLESSING

God who names you,

Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

+ bless you and remain with you always.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN: ELW 886 “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
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Oh, for a thou-sand tonguesto sing my great Re-deem -er’s praise,

1

2 My gra- cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to  pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor - rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum-ble poor be - lieve.
5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,
be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AzmoN, Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—-1872

DISMISSAL
The presiding minister sends the assembly into mission.

Jesus is the light of the world.
Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE

Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2019@ Augsburg Fortress Publishers .
All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2024;
One License #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/24
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