SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
PRELUDE “That Easter Day with Joy was Bright” C. Ore
WELCOME

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!l

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,

and of the - Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and
things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your
Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of -+ Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING SONG: ELW 384 “That Easter Day with Joy was Bright”
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Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

GREETING — Pastor

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal -vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. (A brief silence is kept before the prayer.)

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the
grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that
we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Say: You may be seated.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35

A reading from Acts.

*’Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was
held in common. **With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. **There was not a
needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. **They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it
was distributed to each as any had need.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 133

I

'How good and how pleas- ! ant it is,

when kindred live togeth- | er in unity!
’It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- ! on the beard,

upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar ! of his robe.
°It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the ! hills of Zion.

For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore.



SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1--2:2
A reading from 1 John.

"We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life—"this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify
to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to
us—>we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ. “We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

°This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is
light and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have fellowship with
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; ‘but if we
walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. °If we say that we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who
is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
'OIf we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

>IMy little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But
if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
“and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the
sins of the whole world.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The congregation rises to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
“Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.” “?When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. “’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”

**But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. “°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But
he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger
in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

°A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” *'Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” *Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ““Jesus said to him, “Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come
to believe.”

““Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. **But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life
in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDRENS SERMON

SERMON



OF THE DAY ELW 635 “We Walk by Faith”
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Text: Henry Alford, 18101871, alt.
Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 8. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.




APOSTLES’ CREED

With one voice, in unity with the church catholic, let us confess our faith in the
words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



THE PRAYERS

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

Brief Silence

Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples,
draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed
and we witness to your love. Today we pray especially for First Lutheran Church in
Muskegon and their pastor, Reverend Bill Uetricht. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers,
and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend
the soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics,
and other first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the
dignity of every person, that no one may need to live in fear. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for
justice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed
and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain of any type, especially
those on St. Peter’s Prayer List (refer to the list in the bulletin). God of grace, hear
our prayer.

Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons,
musicians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy
Week and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to
serve. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you especially
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in faithfulness to the
gospel. Grant us your peace amid our grief and our fears. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.
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PEACE (Assisting Minister)

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We invite you to share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another.

OFFERING
OFFERTORY: ELW 184 “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
N i et
¥y | [ |
e e e e e e
J ' i ' e - &
Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
0 | [—
I{ I‘I-,.DI - } F P F ‘.J I — m—] Il
AD——+ & t  — o J P — - Iy
J [ ﬂ ..‘_ ..i-
bless-ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
9 ! E? e | | | i
EEEmEE— e = S
] | f t

we may be fed with the bread of life.

Gath-er the hopes and dreams of

0 1 [re—
g 1 I I
L b | | — 1 2 |
[ N ) | 1 I “'l é
7 o= ] 2 ! -
J < o5 f  ——
all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
0 | e
g D — | | i ]
e E—— = T :
. - : = = = G
J . - ‘

with your pres - ence,

and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

11



OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.

We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.

We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us,
healed the sick,
fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death,
gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God invites you to this table. Come and share the good news of Jesus, the risen
one, in this meal where all are welcome.

The assembly may be seated.
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COMMUNION SONG “Lamb of God”
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 474 “Bread of Life From Heaven”
Refrain
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liv - ing way, that the full - ness of life may be yours.
food for you, that your hun - ger and thirst be no more.
One of God, and be - lieve in the truth you have heard.
ev - 'ty breath, praise the one in whom you are re - born.

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, BREAK NOW THE BREAD; Argentine traditional, refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950, stanzas
Text and music © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com

800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Congregation will remain seated.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray,

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send
us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING
The congregation stands to receive the blessing.

BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

++ bless you now and always.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: ELW 376 “Thine is the Glory”
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Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE “Psalm XIX” B. Marcello

Materials reproduced from Sundays and Seasons Copyright 2019@ Augsburg Fortress Publishers .
All music used with permission CCLI license # 1000417 Expiration 6/30/2024;
One License #A-741564, Expiration 05/22/24
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